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Things that might happen
English uses conditional verbs to describe the future 
results of a proposed action. This is useful for suggesting 
plans and giving advice.

KEY LANGUAGE THE FIRST CONDITIONAL
The first conditional expresses a suggested  
action that might lead to a future result.

New language  First conditional
Vocabulary  Tools and making things
New skill  Giving advice and instructions

HOW TO FORM THE FIRST CONDITIONAL
The first conditional is usually introduced by “if ” followed by the 
present simple. The future with “will” expresses the result.

SUGGESTED ACTION FUTURE RESULT

First conditional sentences  
can start with the result.  
There is no comma before “if.”

FUTURE WITH “WILL”

Future with “will” 
describes the result.

Comma separates 
action from result.

COMMA

Present simple tense 
describes suggested action.

“IF” PRESENT SIMPLE

“If ” shows that the 
sentence is conditional.

FURTHER EXAMPLES THE FIRST CONDITIONAL
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FILL IN THE GAPS BY PUTTING THE VERBS IN THE CORRECT TENSES

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO  
AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

Gilly is building a cupboard  
and Colin is trying to help.

SAY THE SENTENCES OUT 
LOUD, REVERSING THE ORDER  
OF THE PHRASES
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You can use “unless” instead of “if ” in conditional sentences. 
“Unless” means “if…not,” so the future result depends  
on the suggested action not happening.

KEY LANGUAGE FIRST CONDITIONAL WITH “UNLESS”

FURTHER EXAMPLES FIRST CONDITIONAL WITH “UNLESS”

REWRITE THE SENTENCES USING “UNLESS”
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READ THE INSTRUCTION MANUAL AND WRITE ANSWERS TO THE 
QUESTIONS AS FULL SENTENCES

CHECKLIST

 First conditional   Tools and making things   Giving advice and instructions  
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